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Alfalfa and Stored Forage Conference 
February 25th, 2024—Fayette County Extension Office 

 

The 2025 Alfalfa and Stored Forage Conference will be held Feb. 25 from 8:00 to 
3:30 at the Fayette County Extension office, 1140 Harry Sykes Way, Lexington, KY. 
The conference will provide important updates on alfalfa production and feature 
how to produce grass hay for premium markets. 
 
Speakers will include long-time alfalfa breeder Dr. Don Miller from Idaho. Don Dr. 
Miller has developed or co-developed 100 alfalfa varieties, 6 red clover and one 
teff grass variety during his plant breeding career. 
 
Specific presentations will include: 
• Everything I Ever Needed to Know about Armyworms, Armyworm Control 

Methods: What to spray and when What’s New in Alfalfa Varieties 
• What do Horse Owners Want and Why 
• What We Can Learn from the Results of the KY Hay Contests 
• Emerging Markets for Unique Forage Species 
• Producer Panel—The panel will feature four top KY hay producers discussing 

Orchardgrass, Timothy, Teff, and Fescue/mixed hay production. We have asked 
them to be very practical and explain their successful methods for establish-
ment, fertilizing, harvesting and marketing. And then we will open the floor to 
questions. 

 
The cost is $45 and students are only $15. Go to the UK Forage Website under 
events (https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events) for more details and to register. 

https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story
https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story
https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events


Feb 11 UK Beef Management Seminar 

  8:00p via ZOOM 

  See Flyer for more info 

Feb 12-15 National Farm Machinery Show 

  KY Expo Center, Louisville 

Feb 17 Jessamine County Cattlemen 

  6:30p @ Jessamine Extension 

Feb 18-20 Kentucky Turf @ Landscape 

  Management Short Course 

  See Flyer for more info. 

Feb 25 Alfalfa and Stored Forage Conf. 

  8-3:30p @ Fayette Co. Extension 

Feb 27 Jessamine County Beekeepers 

  6:00p @ Jessamine Extension 

Feb 27 Pastures Please! Equine Forages 

  5:30-7:00p @ Fayette Extension 

  See Flyer for more information 

March 11 Risk Management for Advanced 

  Cattle Marketers 

  6:00p @ Jessamine Extension 

Upcoming Events in Agriculture 
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For more information on any of these programs, please contact the Jessamine County Extension Office 
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Upcoming Opportunities: 

UK Beef Management Webinar Series 
If you would like to register, please send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef 
Webinar in the subject line and your name and county in the message. 
All meeting times are 8:00pm ET and meets CAIP Education Requirements. 
• February 11, 2025 Marketing Opportunities for the Spring – Dr. Kenny Burdine 

and Kevin Laurant. (See Flyer) 

 
Kentucky Turf and Landscape Management Short Course 
February 18-20, 2025 @ Hardin County Extension 
See Flyer for Registration Information 
Meets CAIP Education Requirements 

 
Kentucky Alfalfa and Stored Forage Conference 
8:00a-3:30p—Tuesday, February 25 @ Fayette County Extension Office 
See Page 1 for registration information 
Meets CAIP Education Requirements 

 
Pastures Please! Equine Forage Conference 
Thursday, February 27th, 5:30p-7:00p @ Fayette County Extension Office 
This annual has served as a foundational educational program, offering timely and 
practical information to horse owners. This year’s event continues the tradition of 
focusing on best management practices for pastures and forages, helping equine op-
erations remain profitable and sustainable. 
The event is free and open to the public. 
RSVPs are encouraged. Please call 859-257-5582 to reserve a spot. 
See flyer for more information. 
Meets CAIP Education Requirements. 

 
Follow us on Facebook 
@ Jessamine County Agriculture 

mailto:dbullock@uky.edu
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Fires in the fireplace or outside in the fire 
pit are intrinsically connected to our vi-
sions of nestling in for a long, comfy win-
ter. Outside, let the winter bring its ice 
and snow if it wants. Inside, we could 
have a fire to snuggle up to. But not all 
firewood is created equal. 

There are some important things to 
know before lighting, igniting just any old 
wood.  

• Different species of trees provide 
different amounts of heat. Wood is 
made up of air and wood fiber, or 
cellulose. Since the cellulose burns, 
but not the air, look for the heaviest 
or densest firewood per unit volume. 
The best woods would be oak, hicko-
ry and black locust. Yellow-poplar, 
silver and red maple are not as dense 
and will provide much less heat. On 
the other hand, they are great woods 
for starting a fire. 

• Freshly cut wood contains a lot of 
water. Seasoned wood refers to 
wood that has been given the time 
for some or all of that water to evap-
orate. It usually takes between six 
and 12 months for wood to cure. If 
you burn it too soon, when it’s still 
green, most of the heat generated 
will go into evaporating that water, 
rather than heating your room. 

• Burning unseasoned wood can also 
be dangerous. Generated smoldering 
fire can cause a creosote buildup in 
your chimney. Burning pine logs, 
with their heavy resin, can result in 
the same problem. Over time, that 
buildup can lead to a chimney fire. 

• If you’re seasoning your own wood, 
cut it first to a length that fits your 
fireplace, remove the bark, and split 
the logs for faster drying. Stack it off 
the ground in an open area with 
good airflow. Pallets make a good 
base for this. Air dry it for a minimum 
of six months. 

• If you are buying your wood from a 
vendor, ask what tree species the 
wood comes from and how long it 
has been seasoned. Wood that has 
been properly seasoned has a gray, 
weathered appearance and large 
cracks in the ends of the logs. Even if 
you’ve bought seasoned wood, stor-
ing it correctly—stacked off the 
ground and covered with a tarp to 
protect it from rain—will prevent the 
wood from reabsorbing water. 

• Be aware, too, of unwanted visitors 
that can hitch a ride on your fire-
wood. Buy firewood near the loca-
tion where you plan to burn it. Mov-
ing infected firewood long distances 
(especially ash) can spread invasive 
species, such as the emerald ash bor-
er, a destructive species that origi-
nated in Asia. You likely won’t see 
the adult borers, which are three-
eighths to one-half-inch long and 
very narrow. But larva and eggs 
could be out of sight inside the logs. 

However you plan to enjoy utilizing fire-
wood this season, stay safe and enjoy 
their embers. 

Not All Firewood is Created Equal 
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Frost Seedings of Clover at a Glance 

This program consists of weed spraying demonstration plots. The department will pro-
vide the sprayer and enough chemical for the treatment of 10 acres of agricultural land 
or 100 gallons of spot spraying mix to be used on agricultural land. The department’s 
representative will demonstrate proper mixing and application techniques. A number 
of nuisance weeds can be treated under this program depending on the needs of the 
participant. This program is limited to broadleaf weeds.  
Signups will go live on February 1st at https://www.kyagr.com/consumer/nuisance-
weed-spraying-program-application.aspx, and will close at midnight on February 28th. 

• 10 acres of agricultural land will be treated with chemical provided by the depart-
ment 

• Application is performed with a two-wheeled trailer type sprayer equipped with 
boomless nozzles. 

• If additional chemical is provided by the participant, an additional 10 acres can be 
treated 

• The participant must provide water source 

• The participant must provide tractor and operator 

• All chemical products must be labeled and the product label will be strictly fol-
lowed. 

KDA Nuisance Weed Spraying Program 

Legumes are an essential part of a strong and healthy grassland ecosystems. Clover also 

increases forage quality and quantity and helps to manage tall fescue toxicosis. 

• Overseeding may be required to maintain and thicken stands. 

• Frost seeding is the simplest method for reintroducing clover back into pastures. 

• Control broadleaf weeds prior to frost seeding. 

• Soil test and apply any needed lime or fertilizer before frost seeding. 

• Suppress the existing sod and reduce residue with hard grazing in the fall and win-
ter. 

• Choose well adapted varieties of red and white clover using the UK forage variety 
testing data. 

• Calibrate seeder and check spread pattern. 

• Broadcast 6-8 lb/A of red clover and 1-2 lb/A of white clover that has 
been inoculated in February or early March. 

• Control post seeding competition by grazing pastures until clover seed-
lings become tall enough to be grazed off. 

• Put pasture back into rotation once seedlings reach a height of 6-8 inches 

For more information on frost seeding or visit the UK Forage Extension Web-
site: 

https://forages.ca.uky.edu/ 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyagr.com%2Fconsumer%2Fnuisance-weed-spraying-program-application.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Csteve.musen%40uky.edu%7Cb86dff426c03428ebebc08dd3bec5ca8%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyagr.com%2Fconsumer%2Fnuisance-weed-spraying-program-application.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Csteve.musen%40uky.edu%7Cb86dff426c03428ebebc08dd3bec5ca8%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/


 

Page 6 Volume 1, Issue 1 
AGRICULTURE NEWS Page 6 

Composting is a great way to add valua-
ble organic matter to your soil while re-
ducing the amount of yard and food 
waste that ends up in landfills. It’s also 
something that is remarkably easy to do.  

Compost is the result of a natural process 
where decaying organic substances, such 
as plants, are broken down by microor-
ganisms. This produces a nutrient-rich, 
organic material that you can apply to 
your lawn or garden, much like you 
would a commercial fertilizer.  

You can start a compost bin or pile in 
your backyard. You can purchase a bin or 
make one using inexpensive, leftover 
materials like pallets or chicken wire. The 
bin can be as big or small as you want, 
but for most rapid composting, a pile 
that is at least one yard tall, one yard 
wide and one yard long is best. Make 
sure to place your compost in an area 
that is flat and well-drained.  

When the compost area is ready, collect 
yard waste and food scraps. Yard waste 
can include twigs, shrub trimmings, grass 
clippings, leftover straw and leaves. Most 

fruit, vegetable and grain scraps are com-
postable as are coffee grounds, herbs, 
nuts and egg shells. Avoid meat scraps, 
oils and dairy products. You need to have 
a mixture of “brown” material (dried 
leaves, straw, twigs, coffee grounds, 
even cardboard) and “green” materials 
(fresh grass clippings, vegetable scraps, 
other fresh plant materials) for the com-
posting process to work.   

Mix or turn the pile once a week to help 
speed the breakdown of organic materi-
als. If the compost pile is extremely 
damp, turn it more often. If it is dry, add 
some water or fresh plant material. It can 
take four to six months to complete the 
composting process. You will know it’s 
finished when the compost is dark 
brown, crumbly and smells like soil.  

Compost can be used in the vegetable 
garden or spread around ornamental 
plants in the landscape, but be careful 
not to use too much. A one-inch layer of 
compost, worked into the top few inches 
of soil, will feed plants for several 
months. 

Getting Started with Composting 

“Compost is 

the result of a 

natural process 

where decaying 

organic 

substances, 

such as plants, 

are broken 

down by 
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Civil Rights Act-Compliant Statement 
 
The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with 
respect to education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other 
services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, vet-
eran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.  
Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information may be made 
available in languages other than English.  
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educa-
tional Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to  
Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, 
Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,  
the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexing-
ton, KY 40506-0032 or  
US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
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