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April 2023 

Small Fruit Production Training 
 

6:00p pm Thursday, April 20th 
Jessamine County Extension Office 

 
Interested in learning to growing small fruit, everything from blueberries, straw-
berries, blackberries and raspberries? Maybe even a few fruit species that are less 
familiar? Join Dr. Shawn Wright, U.K. Horticulture Extension Specialist for an even-
ing of hands-on learning. He will be covering everything from site selection and 
preparation, insect, disease and weed control, trellising, and harvesting. There will 
be free blackberry and raspberry seedlings available  to class participants. 
 
This training qualifies for CAIP Cost-Share educational requirements. A light dinner 
will be provided. Space is limited and preregistration is required by contacting the 
Extension Office at (859) 885-4811. 

https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story
https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story
https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story


April 13 2023 KY Fencing School 

  Richmond, KY (see flyer) 

April 13  Jessamine Co. Goat Producers   

  6:00 @ Jessamine Extension 

April 17 Jessamine County Cattlemen 

  6:30p @ Jessamine Extension 

April 18  JC Antique Farm and Equipment  

  Association 6:30 @ Jessamine Ext. 

April 20 Small Fruit Production Workshop 

  6:00p @ Jessamine Extension 

April 25 Managing Land Workshop 

  Campbell County Extension Office 

  (see flyer for registration info.) 

April 25-26 2023 KY Beginning Grazing School 

  @ Princeton, KY (see flyer) 

Aril 26 Twisted Vine Garden Club 

  6:30p @ Jessamine County 

  Public Library 

April 27 Jessamine County Beekeepers 

  6:00p @ Jessamine Extension 

June 17 20th Annual Kentucky Wine & Vine 

  Fest with John Michael Montgomery 

  Concert 
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For more information on any of these programs, please contact the Jessamine County Extension Office 
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Upcoming Opportunities: 

Jessamine County Small Fruit Production Training 
April 20th—Jessamine County Extension Office @ 6:00p. With Dr. Shawn Wright, U.K. 
Horticulture Specialist. Space is limited and preregistration is required by calling 
(859) 885-4811. 

 
2023 Kentucky Fencing School 
April 11—Scottsville, KY and April 13—Richmond, KY 
This program is designed for producers and agriculture professionals through a com-
bination of classroom and hands-on learning. (See attached flyer for registration de-
tails.) 

 
2023 Kentucky Beginning Grazing School 
April 25-25 @ Kentucky Soybean Board Office, Princeton KY 
Helping livestock producers improve profitability with classroom and hands-on learn-
ing. (See attached flyer for registration information.) 

 
Managing Land Workshop 
Kentucky farmers and landowners new to land management should save the date for 
one of three conservation workshops focused on managing pollution. (See attached 
flyer on back for more information.) 

 
Twisted Vine Garden Club 
April 26th—Jessamine County Public Library @ 6:30p. 
Steve Musen, ANR Agent, will be sharing information about developing a Pollinator 
Garden. 

 
Jessamine County Beekeepers 
April 27th—Jessamine County Extension Office @ 6:00p 
Julia Mahood, Master Craftsman Beekeeper, will be sharing information on Drones. 
(see flyer) 

 
Follow us on Facebook 
@ Jessamine County Agriculture 
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A few years ago, a bioassay of alfalfa 
weevil larvae collected in a central Ken-
tucky alfalfa field showed low levels of 
control by a pyrethroid compared to oth-
er insecticide modes of action. In this 
particular instance, pyrethroids were 
used exclusively for alfalfa weevil control 
for well over a dozen years. For alfalfa 
weevil, there are only 4 different modes 
of action registered. When pyrethroids 
lose their effectiveness, only three 
modes of action are left to select from 
for this pest. So, growers must be careful 
to not overuse one mode of action such 
that the pest population in an area be-
comes tolerant to that insecticide, or 
even resistant. Once a population be-
comes resistant to an insecticide or a 
group of insecticides, the population may 
stay resistant for a long period of time, 
even if the insecticide is not used. 

Key IPM Strategy 

IPM strategies can be used to prevent or 
delay the development of re-
sistance.  One key IPM strategy is to not 
use an insecticide unless the pest popula-
tion exceeds the economic injury level on 
average across an entire proposed treat-
ment area. This means the area needs to 
be monitored regularly (weekly) such 
that samples are taken to represent the 
entire field. Often with alfalfa weevil, 
there are pockets within the field that 

exceed economic thresholds, but the en-
tire field is not above the threshold. In 
this instance, either the person should 
hold off, wait, and resample to deter-
mine if the threshold is crossed at a later 
time, or spot spray those ‘hot’ spot are-
as. By delaying sprays or only spraying a 
portion of the field, natural enemies are 
preserved and the opportunity for natu-
ral control is increased. 

Rotate Modes of Action 

Proper pesticide management can also 
help prevent or delay resistance. If and 
when insecticide sprays are needed, it is 
important to rotate among modes of ac-
tion. Repeated consecutive use of the 
same mode of action favors develop-
ment of resistance to that mode of ac-
tion.  Rotating among different products 
within the same mode of action does not 
help and will also favor resistance. It is 
recommended to rotate modes of action 
with each new generation of the target 
pest. Since alfalfa weevil has one genera-
tion per year, this means that each year 
growers should rotate to a different 
mode of action from what was used the 
previous year. It is best to use 3 or more 
modes of action in rotation to fight the 
development of resistance.  

 

Dr. Ric Bessin, UK Extension Entomologist 

Alfalfa Weevil and Insecticide Effectiveness 
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Growing Grass in Shady Lawns 

Growing grass in the shade is a problem 
for which there are no easy answers. 
Grass is a full-sun plant and when planted 
in shaded areas (defined as a site that re-
ceives less than 4 to 5 hours of direct sun-
light daily) it performs poorly. The filtering 
effect of trees significantly reduces the 
amount and quality of light grasses re-
ceive. This has an adverse effect on pho-
tosynthesis, the process that produces 
energy needed for the grasses to grow. 
What we see from this effect are grasses 
that are thin, weak, and have a lower tol-
erance to disease, drought, and foot-
traffic stress. 

There are a few management practices 
that may help reduce the problems asso-
ciated with growing grass in shade. Select 
shade-tolerant grasses when possible. 
Cool-season grasses like fine fescues 
(chewings, red, sheep, and hard fescues) 
have some shade tolerance but are not as 
tolerant of high temperatures. Traditional 
tall fescues can tolerate high tempera-
tures but are less tolerant of shade. Warm
-season grasses have even less to offer in 
shade tolerance. 

Raise your mowing height. Turf growing in 
shade needs a large leaf surface to inter-
cept as much available light as possible. 
Raise your mower blade to 3 inches or 
higher. Also, mowing more frequently is 
beneficial since shaded grasses have a 
tendency to grow long and nar-
row.  Cutting excessively long grass will 
affect root growth and thus nutrient and 
water absorption by the plants. Remove 
clippings to prevent further reduction of 
light to the turf. 

Reduce fertilizer applications. Lawn grass 

in shade requires only half to two-thirds 
as much nitrogen as grasses in full sun. 
Over-fertilizing can increase disease inci-
dence and deplete carbohydrates re-
sulting in thin turf. Maintain proper soil 
pH, potassium, and phosphorous levels by 
soil testing. 

Reduce water usage. Grasses in shady 
areas require less water than grasses in 
full sun. Water on an “as-needed” basis 
(i.e., when leaves begin to roll up when 
impressions from foot traffic remain on 
the grass). When you do water, avoid 
shallow watering which encourages shal-
low roots. 

Evaluate and modify existing trees. Trees 
that have open canopies and deep roots 
are more conducive to turf than those 
with dense foliage and shallow root. Some 
tree species that cause fewer problems 
are sycamores, oaks, and elms. Undesira-
ble trees include willow, popular, and 
some maples. Selectively pruning branch-
es, especially low branches, can aid in 
light penetration. Ideally, the lowest 
branches of trees should be 6 feet above 
the soil surface. Topping trees is not a 
recommended practice. 

If you have tried all these practices and 
are still unsuccessful at growing grass in 
shade, why not consider other alterna-
tives such as ornamentals, mulch, or 
ground covers. Pea gravel, pine needles, 
and hardwood mulch is attractive and is 
certainly a better option than dirt or mud. 

 

Andy Rideout, U.K. Extension Agent for 
Horticulture, Henderson County 
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